THE FATHER KNOWS BEST

Lesson 9: Sibling Rivalry
1. Think about the sibling rivalry between Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, Jacob’s sons and
Dawvid’s family. How could disaster have been avoided in each family?

2. A verse for weary parents: Psalm 68:19a. Write it out and keep 1t handy.

3. After a study like this, our thoughts are drawn to our own brothers and sisters. If you are
honest, you will have to admit that there was some sibling rivalry at times. If you could go
back and change your behavior in relation to your siblings, what would you change and do
differently?

4. Consider these three truths: (1) No famuly is immune from sibling rivalry, (£) No family
problem 1s unique, and (3) No solution is easy. Discuss each of these in light of our study.
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5. Why do you think the Bible 1s so revealing about the cracks in the home life of some of

God’s greatest servants?

6. Discuss the way Isaac and Rebekah contribute to the feud between their sons. How can
parents avoid this pitfall - given that it 1s natural to be drawn to certain traits in some
children more than in theirs? (For example, an athletic dad may be like Isaac and be drawn
more to an athletic-minded son than to one that i1s musically inclined, etc.)

7. Given his polygamy and mistresses, along with all his children and their step-child
relationships, plus his busyness with being king (plus common sense and human nature) . .
. how would you sum up David’s behind-the-scenes home life?

8. Which of the six points of application do you need to work on the most?
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